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We asked Nigel to name five pieces currently
on his current playlis,t to get a sense of his
own inspirations, and this is what he revealed:
"The first currently dear to my heart is Hans
Werner Henze's Violin Concerto No. 1,
performed by Peter Sheppard Skcerved and the

Saarbrucken Radio Symphony Orchestra on
the Naxos label. Henze died last October and
has left a legacy of rich music.
Number 2. is also a violin concerto by the
American composer, George Rochberg. The
work is more than 50 minutes long, also
performed by Peter Sheppard S~rved (violin)
Saarbrucken Radio Symphony Orchestra on
the Naxos label.
I have always loved the aleatoric music of
Wrtold Lutoslawski and have his string
orchestra masterpiece, Funeral Music, currently
on my iPod. As the title suggests, it's full of
dark melancholy. I remember a memorable
week as a student at the Royal Academy of
Music when lutoslawski was in residence as
part of a dedicated festival of his music.
My fourth choice is a recent discovery -

Erich Wolfgang Komgold's luxurious
Symphonic Serenade (1947) for large string

orchestra. This work was meant to put
Komgold back at the centre of Viennese life,
after his wartime exile to the States. The
Vienna Philharmonic gave its premiere under
the baton of Furtwangler, but life had moved
on in post-war Austria, and it is his Hollywood
film scores that have kept his reputation alive.
My fifth and final piece of music is Igor
Stravinsky's primal masterpiece - le Saae du
Printemps (Rite of Spring), first performed 100
years ago on 29 May 19H - music was never
to be the same again!!
My choice of listening is always changing
and covers most genres of music - I think it's
important that I always remain open-minded
to all musicallanguages.w
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